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friendly Rail Crossing Bridge at Staplehurst

Helen and Ann Widdecombe open the new wheelchair
Kent Messenger Weald edition 20/11/09

From left are Jon May-Campbell, from South East Customer
Service, Helen Grant, prospective conservative candidate,
Ann Widdecombe and Murray Motley from Network Rail
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HELEN WORKING WITH THE|
PEOPLE OF STAPLEHURST
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Bridge work ¢

is finished !

A £2.8m project to improve ¢
Staplehurst railway station has
been unveiled.

Ann Widdecombe, MP for
Maidstone and the Weald, cut J
a ribbon to mark the end of the
work to provide rail users at
Staplehurst station with a new
bridge across the lines.

Now passengers can cross over
sheltered from the rain, and a
lift on each platform enables
wheelchair users to access both
sides. Previously wheelchair
users returning from London to
Staplehurst had to travel on to
Headcorn and then back to avoid
encountering a flight of steps.
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Centre of excellence

. Front from left; Darren Baxter, lan Thomas and Trev Cross,
Back from left; Prospective Parllamentary candldate Helen
Grant, Tracy Haith, R e N director of
operations for England and Sam Clubb head of opera’clons
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FARMERS QUESTION TIME
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Helen vi
to meet

award

SOBELL Lodge, the Leonard

sits Staplehurst’s Sobell Lodge
staff and residents at

the
unveiling of their ‘Centre of Excellence’l
&

Kent Messenger Weald edition 22/1/10 g
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Cheshire Disability home in
Staplehurst, has been formally

declared a

The home was assessed by the

Centre for

Healthcare Policy and Practice
at Leeds University and was

successful

accreditation.

Services manager at Sobell
Lodge Tracy Haith, described
it as “a truly tremendous
achievement”.

Helen engages members of Maidstone

& Staplehurst NFU with a talk and a

Q & A session

Marden Cricket & Hockey Club, December 2009

centre of excellence.

the Development of

in achieving stage 2
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Convoy lining
up to support
the pram push

WEY AMAWHITE

TORYhopefulHe]enGrant
will be joined by a convoy of
lorries when she pushes a
buggy 17 miles to protest
about full maternity servic-
es being moved from
Maidstone Hospital.
Yourmaidstone lest week revealed
that Mrs Grant is to push a pram
from Maidstone Hospital to
Pernbury Hospital ~ wberetheumt
is to be relocated in 2011 —
StmdaxSaphmberz'l. .
Mrs Grant, the - parlia-
and Weald, hopes her walk will high-
light the risks pregnant women
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wuld&nalftheyhavetot-avelthat
extra distance, She has received

Supporter Darren Goldup
of Staplehurst Transit with
Helen and her trusty pram

- Your Maidstone, September 16th 2009
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ENGAGING
YOUNGER
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PEOPLE |

"Helen is a great asset to Maidstone & }
The Weald, she has supported me 4

personally as well as my charity
show - Kent's Got Talent.

¢

| wish her &
every success in the general election”
Samuel Lain, aged 17
- Founder of ‘Kent’s Got Talent’,
Staplehurst P
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Y 7.30pM
7.00pen Wi ,
Maistone Leisurs Cantre’s Mate 13

Tickets from:

£5.00

‘
free online @ www.kentnews.co.uk

HELEN NEEDS YOUR HELP

KENT oxn SUNDAY
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IT'S WHAT SUNDAYS ARE ALL ABOUT

On sale 90p 4

Please help Helen and the Conservatives to win
[ 1 will be voting for Helen Grant and the Conservatives
[ 1 would like a postal vote

[:] I am willing to deliver a few leaflets in my area

[] 1 can display a poster

[] 1 would like to make a donation or send in a few stamps |

FARMERS and the rural com-
munity will have an opportunity
to state their case for the future
of the countryside to a powerful
line-up of decision-makers,
writes Mike Bennett.
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: Shadow agriculture minister  Richard
H Benyon MP, Hadlow College director of
'
i
'
'
'
i
H
'
H
i
H
'
i
H
'
'
|
H
|
i
i
H
'
i
H

YOUR DETAILS

Name

Address

resources Mark Lumsden Taylor, and Kent
County Coundil leader Clir Paul Carter will
outline their vision on the future of farming
at a public meeting of the Weald Business
Forum this month.

Mr Lumsden Tuaylor has been passionate
about the industry and the promotion of
UK-produced food during his seven years at
Hudlow College. He s a board member of
the Kent County Agricultural Society and
the Rural Innovation Unit.

His mission is to educate people about the
opportunities available in the rural indus-

Postcode

E-Mail

Tel/Moblle

tries and dispel the peroeption that farming
has little to offer, especially after many
yoars of massive food imports from nations
i r production costs.

: “Now we are secing a reversal of
unes. Concerns about
future food utunl\ aligned to burgeoning
pupul'mm and climate change issues are
resulting in greater public interest in where

PLEASE POST BACK TO:
Maidstone & The Weald Conservative Assoclation,
3 Albion Place, Maidstone, Kent ME14 5DY

Data Protection Act: The information you supply us with wil be treated by the Contnevative
Party in the strictest confidence in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1995 and will not be
passad on o any third party. “rom time to time we may contact you with further details of Party
policy, special members offers etc. By giving us your e-mail address you are agreeing to receive
rommunications and information from us If you do nat wish 1o have your data stored by the
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COUNTRY WAYS: TheGardenoiEngla\d
will benefit from agriculture's revival

and haw food is produced.”

He believes farming is in line to return to
its former position as one of the most impor-
tant industries and there is the noed for
:;ri;:hl. motivated people t take up the chal-
enge.

“We don't have a choice — we have to pro-
duce more food,” he said. “This is an exciting,
rowarding, stimulating and challonging
time for a career in agricalture,

“Demand for , reggonal and UK pro-
duced food is growing on a daily basis”

Helen presents her third Business Forum
this time focussing specifically on the rural economy of

Printed, published and promoted by Brian Moss on behalf of Helen Grant, both of 3 Albion Place, Maidstone, Kent ME14 5DY

Kent on Sunday, 9th January 2010

Forum to state casef
for farmmg s future!

parlimentary candidate Helen Grant, who
will be contesting retiring MP  Ann

L

The forum will be hosted by prospective i

Widdecombe's Maidstone and the Weald
&
<

seat at the general dlection this year,

She said: “The agricultural cconomy and
our farming communities are o vital and
natural part of this county. I want to bring ‘
somuthing tangible to engnge the rural busi
ness sector and am delighted we have such
excellent speakers to head the event. | am
sure people will not lmlzl back in the ques-
tion and answer session”

Brought up in a farming family in 8
Cumbria, Ms Grant retains strong links 4
with the land,

She said: “Country life i dose to my heart
and | feel an affinity with farmers and the
rural aspects of this constituency.”

Shadow minister Mr Benyon'’s family runs
23,500 nere estate in Berkshire and he is o
member of the Conservative team that for- |
mulates rural policy.

‘The meeting will be at the Weald of Kent
Golf Hotel, Headcorn, starting at 9.30am on
Tuesday, January 26, To book a place, con-
tact elmne@nowwireless.com or write to

Helen Grant’s Rural Business Forum, oo

Gail Jessel, Little Pagehurst Oast, ‘
Pagehurst Road, Staplehurst, TN12 0JD,
|
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event in 12 months, '
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